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National Capital Squash Rackets Association (NCSRA) 
aka National Capital Squash (NCS)
Executive Committee Board Minutes

January 14, 2009 (Wednesday)

Location and Time: Potomac Squash Club, 6:45 pm.

Officers Attending: Meherji Madan (President), Hunt Richardson (VP-Tournaments), Malcolm Jensen (VP-Leagues), Chris Zimmermann (VP-Membership), Barry Wood (co-VP-Juniors), Steve Weber (Treasurer), AJ Copeland (Secretary) 
Officers not present: Mark Lewis (co-VP-Juniors), Carole Grunberg (VP-Women), Ghirma Meres (Immediate Past President)

Club Reps/Alternates (Attending): 
Norman Ireland (PSC)
Also Attending:
Robert Dyer
Fawad Syed (Web Editor)

Andrew Strasfogel
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at approximately 7:00pm. 
Approval of the Minutes

The draft minutes of the NCSRA Board meeting of Dec 3, 2008 were reviewed. A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to accept the minutes as written. 
AGENDA ITEMS
Succession Planning
Meherji once again encouraged all BOD members to give some thought to identifying and developing a successor to their position, and to encourage the recruitment of Club Representatives and their active participation in BOD meetings.

Proposal for NCS to serve as Agent for Referees

Andrew presented a proposal that NCS serve as agent and broker for US Squash Certified Referees to work at PSA, WISPA and US Squash national Championship tournaments held at NCS member clubs. They outlined the impetus for this proposal, and discussed the details as outlined in the agenda Tab. A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to adopt the proposal. Regarding the stipulation that “A NCS Board member who is not a certified Referee would negotiate compensation with Tournament Directors and decided compensation amounts to be shared among the Tournament Referee and certified officials who work matches”, it was decided that that Board member will be Chris or Steve.

Fitzgerald Cup Update

Malcolm reported that the date for the Fitzgerald Cup has been decided upon: Saturday May 16. Maj asked that a full plan for the Fitzgerald Cup, included the date, budget, and team selection process be prepared and ready to post on the NCS website no later than March 31. Maj will also speak with Jim Zug about writing up the event for Squash magazine. 

League Scoring System

The points for and against adopting the PAR-11 scoring system for NCS league play were discussed. Ultimately it was decided not to put this issue to a Board vote, and to allow Malcolm as the VP-Leagues to issue guidelines. 
NCS Supplementary membership and RailStation Systems Implementation
Malcolm reported that Mike Barnet, the proprietor of RailStation, has reached a settlement with USQ and has been released to make RailStation available to us. The contract with Mike Barnet is under review by counsel and still needs to be finalized, whereupon Maj will sign it. Before going “live” to the membership, Malcolm and Mike Barnet will test the website functions including the ability to pay online. When this is all confirmed, Chris will send an email to the membership. Some discussion ensued as to the feasibility of importing NSQ league results into USQ ratings and rankings; certainly this will not happen for league players who are not USQ members and may not be possible for those that are. 
NCS Winter Leagues Update

Malcolm reported that leagues seem to be going smoothly.
Website Reconstruction and Development Progress Report

Fawad has sent a draft contract for his web editor services to Maj and Steve for review. He reported that he has been working collaboratively with Geoff Keating, the Juniors web editor. He also has been working with Hunt to make sure local tournaments are current on the website. Maj indicated that he would like the NSQ website to contain not only information but also policies and financial reports. 
NCS Liason on USQ User Committee 

No meeting has been held to date. Fawad plans to participate in any future conference calls.
PSA Pro Event

Hunt reported that he has asked Rod Barnes to post information about the negotiated NCS discount on the AussieNick website.

Tournament Report

Hunt passed out entry forms for the Woodruff-Nee tournament Feb 20-22 at University Club. He also reported that John Eisaman will once again be running the Fisher Cup, which will begin the week of April 20, with the semi-finals on May 1 and the finals on May 2. 
Other Business

Malcolm will follow up on the status of league plaques from last summer.

Next Meeting

A date for the next meeting of the full Board was selected for Wednesday March 4 at 6:45pm. AJ will ask Ghirma if University Club can host. 
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00pm. 
Respectfully submitted,

Annesley W. Copeland

